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This legislation is vital to fund our national
defense, so that the United States remains
the strongest force for peace in the world.

This bill provides for a strong national de-
fense, supports our commitments to the
quality of life of our forces and their families,
maintains high military readiness, and funds
investment programs necessary to modernize
the equipment used by our combat forces.
Continuing American global leadership is en-
sured by the support the bill provides for our
forces.

I made this decision because my Adminis-
tration has reached agreement with Congres-
sional leaders to provide funding, out of the
funds contained in this bill, for the troop de-
ployment and other efforts to secure peace
in Bosnia. The pressing demands of peace
and of our military service men and women
compel my approval of this measure.

I have expressed my strong concerns that
this legislation contains excessive spending
for projects that are not currently needed for
our defense. I will forward to Congress re-
scission legislation that would eliminate
funding for those projects, and I urge Con-
gress to act on it. We should spend no more
than we need to at a time when we are deter-
mined to balance the budget.

I am also concerned that section 8117 of
the Act contains certain reporting require-
ments that could materially interfere with or
impede this country’s ability to provide nec-
essary support to another nation or inter-
national organization in connection with
peacekeeping or humanitarian assistance ac-
tivities otherwise authorized by law. I will in-
terpret this provision consistent with my con-
stitutional authority to conduct the foreign
relations of the United States and my respon-
sibilities as Commander in Chief.

In addition, I remain very concerned about
provisions of the Act that restrict service
women and female dependents of military
personnel from obtaining privately funded
abortions in military facilities overseas, ex-
cept in cases in which the mother’s life is
endangered or the pregnancy is the result
of rape or incest. In many countries, these
U.S. facilities provide the only accessible,
safe source for these medical services.

My Administration is continuing discus-
sions with the Congress on the remaining

spending bills, in order to protect necessary
priorities in education, the environment and
law enforcement. Over the past several days
we have made progress in good faith discus-
sions with the leadership of the House and
Senate Appropriations Committees to close
the gap between us on these issues. The deci-
sion I am making tonight is consistent with
our understanding that these discussions will
continue with the goal of reaching a satisfac-
tory conclusion as rapidly as possible. We
should promptly complete this task, so there
is no unnecessary shutdown of the govern-
ment.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 30, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 2126, became law without the Presi-
dent’s signature on December 1, and it was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–61.

Proclamation 6853—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 1995
November 30, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For many young Americans, learning to

drive is a significant step along the road to
maturity and independence. There are seri-
ous responsibilities that accompany getting
a driver’s license, and it is essential to teach
our youth—and all Americans—the terrible
risks of drunk and drugged driving. Males
aged 21–34 are among those most likely to
drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs,
and there is a critical need for additional pre-
vention efforts aimed at this group.

Alcohol use played a role in 16,600 motor
vehicle-related fatalities last year—nearly 41
percent of all such deaths. While the number
of these tragedies has declined significantly
over the past decade, the statistics are still
devastating. We must continue our campaign
of public education, provide increased law
enforcement, and seek tougher laws and pen-
alties for offenders.
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Last June, I called on the Congress to
make ‘‘Zero Tolerance’’ the law of the land
and require States to adopt a Zero Tolerance
standard for drivers under the age of 21. I
am pleased that this provision was included
in the ‘‘National Highway System Designa-
tion Act of 1995,’’ which I signed this week.
It is already against the law for young people
to consume alcohol, and Zero Tolerance cre-
ates a national standard that will make it ef-
fectively illegal for young people who have
been drinking to drive an automobile.

Many States have already enacted Zero
Tolerance laws. These laws work—alcohol-
related crashes involving teenage drivers are
down as much as 20 percent in those States.
When all States have these laws, hundreds
more lives will be saved and thousands of
injuries will be prevented. I commend the
Congress for heeding my call and making
Zero Tolerance the standard nationwide for
drivers under the age of 21.

I am also proud that citizens across the
Nation are working to spread the word about
the dangers of impaired driving. Vital part-
nerships have formed among Federal, State,
and local government agencies, private busi-
nesses, and community groups. Last year, on
December 15, many Americans observed
‘‘Lights on for Life Day’’ by driving with their
headlights illuminated in remembrance of
the victims of drunk and drugged driving. I
hope that caring citizens will commemorate
the same day this month, doing their part
to help ensure a safe holiday season.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1995,
as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month. I urge all Americans to rec-
ognize the dangers of impaired driving; to
take responsibility for themselves, their
guests, and their passengers; to stop anyone
under the influence of drugs or alcohol from
getting behind the wheel; and to help teach
children safe driving behavior.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the

United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:40 p.m., November 30, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 4.

Proclamation 6854—World AIDS
Day, 1995
November 30, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Today the world pauses to remember the

millions of men, women, and children who
are living with HIV and AIDS and to honor
the memory of those who have lost their lives
to this insidious disease. We renew our com-
mitment to searching for a cure to AIDS and
a vaccine for HIV, rededicate ourselves to
reducing the number of people who become
infected with the virus, and devote our ef-
forts to protecting the dignity and rights of
all those affected by the AIDS epidemic.

The statistics are overwhelming. Around
the world, more than 18 million people are
believed to be infected with HIV. In America
alone, over half a million people have been
struck by AIDS, and more than 300,000 have
already lost their lives. Nearly 80,000 of our
fellow citizens are diagnosed with AIDS and
more than 40,000 are dying of the disease
each year—some 120 every day. In addition,
there are an estimated 40,000 to 60,000
Americans who contract HIV annually. The
impact of these numbers goes far beyond the
individuals involved—each AIDS death dev-
astates a family, weakens a community, and
changes society as a whole. HIV and AIDS
present extraordinary challenges to every na-
tion and every person on our planet.

In the past year, there has been some en-
couraging progress. Researchers from many
countries have combined their knowledge
and skills to better understand the virus that
causes AIDS and its effects on the human
body; new AIDS drugs are being developed
and approved faster than ever before; we are
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